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ArivArk Daily One Topic Series / &l6vTld 62(IF H6m60LIL|

The Northeast Monsoon
QL&IPES LU(HousSSMhHm)]

Prelims: Geography of India and Tamil Nadu / @Slw wpmib si8lpmr Gl yefluflweo

Why Chennai waits for October Gaestements: (&, v 6J6tT SiHGLMLIfl6v?

Monsoon winds are seasonal reversal winds: they change direction with the season.
LI(H6USSTHMISET LI(HeUSSISHES eJhL SHlemg MmID STHm)Is6T.
In the southwest monsoon (June - September) the wind hits the Western Ghats and pours rain

on the western slope. Tamil Nadu lies on the leeward side (rain shadow) and gets only meagre

rain.

Q56TCLMH(E LI(HeusSETHM| (839601 - QFLL L) Com@EGs QFTLIES wenevuilsyv Gund Cum@&
giflallev wemip QuUMPSIMG. SBPHEI(H Wem wemmalll LGSlulled QBLLSTE (Gemmeusst
wenpGuw CUMISIME).

Example: Mangalore on the coast gets about 280 cm; Bengaluru on the leeward side gets only
about 50 cm.

2 GJ6soILD: HLMHSHEOTUIEL 2 616 LOMBIGEsTH &M 280 Q&S Wemlp QUMISIME); Wemlp emmeyL

LGS uflev 2 6item CLImIGEsTHT &M 50 Q&5 L (HGW QUMIH M.
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SW mons;oon

280 cm‘ .50 cm/,

RAINISHADOW

Map 1: Southwest monsoon (June - September). The Western Ghats (green) stop the wind; Tamil Nadu
is in the rain shadow.
suenULLD 1: Q56TCLM (G L(HeuSSTHM] (29607 - QEULUI). ChH(GHSH QHTLTEFS emev
(u&emE) BsMHeONS &5H&ENS); SWPHNE Wenlp Wenmalll LGS

How the northeast monsoon forms euL&lsE LBHuSSETH)] 6TlUIg 2 (HeunSms?

By the end of September the pressure belts shift south and the southwest monsoon starts to
retreat.

QsuLbuy @miSluiled WSS wetotLevd QFMHEG CuMsH BmBaFausm G eTELMHE
L(BeussSTHM) LietTesTenL W &ML HIGSHmS).

The wind now blows from the land towards the Bay of Bengal. The Coriolis force (caused by the
rotation of the earth) deflects it, so it blows from the northeast.

@uGung smhml HleoluGHuwlephg eursmer allfligLremey Crred efsHngl. LS
gpeveugmed  gnUBL @asmflwmelleny  eflmg  FeT  HlemFemw  LAHMIEUSHTEL, UG
UL &psH el (BHg aiESmg|.

So it is called the northeast monsoon, the post-monsoon or the retreating monsoon: October to
December.

6TeoTCou @81 UL PSS L([HeUSSTHM| i6v6vg) LiletTeotemL WD Li(HeussETHmI sestliLi(h&SImg):

1S5CELMUT (PSH6EV le&FLDLITT 6UEDI].
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Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and south interior Karnataka get good rain, about 35% of
their annual total (as given in the textbook). Storms forming in the Bay of Bengal bring rain to
many parts of Tamil Nadu; heavy rain, strong winds and storm surge can cause losses on the
coast.

Gayenm, <pbBSITM, SOIWRBIH WLOHMID CHeoT SIBILSMallET 2L LGS ST [Hevev LemLY
Qumidlesimesr; @81 Heubplest QMg wLevUled &M 35 FHEIHL (LMLEHTEL SHSH6EU6V).

AULISSHBLE0160 2 (HEUMEGLD L|UIev&eTTey SSIPHBMLIg6dT Liev LIGSH&E6T Wwenlp GLmslesment

SEUTLOEDLY, LISVSHS SMHMI, LILIEL 6D60&H6MTe0 SLDSBnTLI LGS s6rsd @LILSeT 6JMHLIL6VITLD.
N\

N \ o e

\ Coriolis force
»
S

Chennai@

Map 2: Northeast monsoon (October - December). The returning wind is turned by the Coriolis force
and blows from the northeast.
auemTLILLD 2: eULEPES LHeuSSTHN)] (SHSCLIUIT - w&burf). S snhHenm Q& mflunedlen
afleng HHLLSTE 315 auLHlpsHedl([hHg aifmsE).
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Chennai®- - - . _

Map 3: Storms from the Bay of Bengal bring heavy rain to Tamil Nadu.

SUEMITLILLD 3: QUEISEEL6V L|W6V&6IT SSIDHTL (15 (S H6vTLOenLY &(HS6oTM6uT.

The four seasons of India @b$Hlwnellest HTebI(E, LI(H6UMISET

Season
LI(H6uLD

Winter or cold weather season

(&sMsmevld

Pre-monsoon, summer or hot weather season

CamenL_&amevld (L(HeuSSTHMISE (PHenSW ST6uLD)

Southwest monsoon or rainy season

5eTELMHE L(HEUSSTHM| ST6VLD

Northeast monsoon (post-monsoon / retreating monsoon)

QULSIPE (G LI(HeusSSTHM)] Smevld (LedTestemL WD LI(HeusSSTH) STevLb)

Months

LOITS M1 & 61T

January - February

soewteuifl - LlLigeurfl

March - May

rj& - G

June - September

839637 - QIFLILLDLIIY

October - December

ASHELMUI - lp&LDLIT
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Southwest vs northeast monsoon @geTGLOM(& WHMID UL SIS S LI(HEUSSTHM)

Southwest monsoon Northeast monsoon
Q5651CLOM (S LI(HeUSSIHM) QILEPES L(HeuSSNHN)
Months June - September October - December
LDMSMBISET 839637 - QIFLILLDLIIY 216@LTUI - lp&FLDUIT
Wind direction from the southwest, from the sea to the from the northeast, from the land
SMHP6T Hlema land towards the Bay of Bengal
Q&eTGLMH&ES(BHGI, L6 (HHS) UL &p&Ele(Bbg), HlevsSled(Bhg)
Hlevseng Crnsé) euraisen efliflGLmeneu Copmes)
Share of India's about 75% much smaller; important for the
rain &LOMIY 75% southeast
i BEODe; OFTEPEGL LGHEE
wemipuilev (PSSWLD
LIMaI(G,
Tamil Nadu meagre rain: rain shadow (leeward side) of good rain, also from storms in the Bay of
SDHTH the Western Ghats Bengal
&emmeursst enlp: Gm @GS CSTLIEFH 56V6V LDEBILD; EUMISHESL 6D
wenevuilest exLp emMAL LGS LIWELSEITTEVILD LOETILD

TNPSC PYQ (official key) TNPSC pibemgw opev01(h afleotm (iflsmyLijeu aflemL)

Assertion [A]: Tamil Nadu state remains dry during the South West Monsoon season.
Reason [R]: Tamil Nadu coast lies in the rain shadow area of the Arabian sea current and is

parallel to the Bay of Bengal current.

gamml [Al: O&H6TGLM G LI(HeUs SHMevdHHlev HLSlp&EsH60 eumesstL Hlemev@ul &mesorliLi(hLd.
snyeseid [Rl: SIDBIL 6T Sievailllonesgl ATUGSEL60 BCIMLLSH6tT Wwemlp LemmeyLl
LGS Wieyibd, euraigter efliflGLm BOIMLLESH M@ QenestTLNSBaD H6MLOTHE6TT6T).

Answer: (B) Both [A] and [R] are true and [R] is the correct explanation of [A].

eflemL: (B) [A] oHm)ib [R] @esst(hid &1fl; [R] eTesTLIg) [Al-@60T Fiflwinest ailengsid.
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Practice MCQs uufih & ellestns et

1. The northeast monsoon season in India is from

@igluneailed auL&lipd @ LI(HeuSSTH) STevLd
(A) June to September

8796857 (P&6L CIFLIL DL 6u6em]

(C) January to February

soesteuifl (Waev LilLigeurfl eueniy

(B) October to December
SUHELTUIT (LPSH6L lp&FLDLIT 6U6mIT
(D) March to May

L& (W&6L G eueny

2. Tamil Nadu gets meagre rain in the southwest monsoon because it lies in the

@&6TGLME LmeussTHlesr CuUgl SPGB (&snmeuTssT WenL CLIME STJEsTID, 1S

SlenhE (HLILIG)

(A) windward side of the Western Ghats
Cum@s CaMLIES weneoullest SMHMI aigHD
LIGSE560

(C) rain shadow (leeward side) of the Western
Ghats

GBS CHMLI&ESF enevuilesr enLY enMELI
UGS uilev

(B) path of the Arabian Sea storms

SITLISSL6D Ljwevserflest Limenguilsv

(D) Himalayan region

@wienevll LiGsluiley

3. The returning southwest monsoon is turned to blow from the northeast by the

Sl aupd C56TGLMHE LIHeuSESTHeOM UL & &S (HHg aigbLIg Hl(HLILeS

(A) Coriolis force
Qamflwmedenv allems

(C) Western Ghats
Cum@s QaML&S wemev

(B) Jet stream
Ol &mMHEMTLLLD
(D) Himalayas

QIoWIDEm6L

4. About how much of India's rainfall comes from the southwest monsoon?

@iglwneailes wenlpuiled QGesTELME LI(HEUSSTHM| S(HEUG! ST

(A) 35%
(C) 75%

(B) 50%
(D) 90%
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5. Mangalore gets about 280 cm of rain in the southwest monsoon. Bengaluru, on the

leeward side, gets only about

Q56TGLMH (G LIHEUSSTHI6H LOMbIGEesTHT &M 280 Q&S emlp QLMISIME). eMLP enMEL

u@Slullev 2 6imem GLIMIGEsTHT GILIM)EUG| &MY
(A) 50 cm
50 @&.18

(C) 200 cm
200 Q&S

6. The northeast monsoon is also called

(B) 150 cm
150 Q&5

(D) 280 cm
280 Q&5

QUL &I08(E L(HeusSSTHN eusummibd SHempssLuLbhEns)

(A) pre-monsoon
L(BeUSSTHMISHG (PHenSIL STHMI
(C) western disturbance

Cumasslu QenLulm)

(B) retreating monsoon
Lil6tT6vT6mLWLD LI(THeUSSTH)]
(D) loo

o

7. Many parts of Tamil Nadu get rain in the northeast monsoon season due to

QUL SI08(E L(HeUSSTHMI HTev&H160 SLOIDBTL 1o6tT Liv LIGSISHET enlp GLME Syessrd

(A) storms forming in the Bay of Bengal
AUMISSSHL 60160 2 (IHEUMGLD LjUI6L& 6T
(C) snow on the Himalayas

@wwensvll Lissfl

8. The average annual rainfall of India is
@ndwnelles ayngfl opewer(h wenLpuieTey
(A) 50 cm

50 Q&5

(C) 118 cm
118 Q&5

(B) western disturbances
CuhasSlIw QenL Ul mIsei
(D) the Thar desert

ST LIT65606U6DTLD

(B) 75 cm
75 Q&S

(D) 200 cm
200 Q&5

Answer key / eflemL&e6m: 1B,2C,3A,4C,5A,6B,7A,8C
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Source: 10th Social Science Vol 1, Geography Unit 2 Climate and Natural Vegetation of India (EM p.98-102, TM p.109-113).
PYQ: TNPSC Group 1 Prelims 2026, official key.
SHSIMILD: 10-2p1D aUGLIL Fepd Aplallwed QsmE&S) 1, Lalluilwed SieuE 2 HHWT - STevblensy LHMID QWHENsHS

Seunmhigeit. eflestm: TNPSC &emL 1 (pSeviblemev 2026, SiSSMILILLTeU efleoL.
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