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Self-Respect Movement
swwiflunens Qs s

Prelims: Unit VIII TN History and Socio-Political Movements / 316u(g, VIl S8BT Ig65T euevmm)

What was the Self-Respect Movement? swwiflunens @i 6T65TMMED 6T65T60T?

The Self-Respect Movement (Suyamariyathai lyakkam), started by Periyar E.V. Ramasamy in 1925,
critiqued the social, political and economic relations of the time and introduced a programme of
non-Brahmin uplift in Tamil Nadu.

Quilung rQeu. grogms) 192560 GHMLmISIW SwWflwuneng @SS, et Hlevellw &eps,
Sinfwey, Qumpennsmy  2meusdsfles @QpbHd FTGsBaemen eailwjgeid GQFLSEHT(H,
SOIDBILIgey Lgmoessty Sisvevngeufssertlest GLUM lHamesT @ S LEms WD HAB(LPSD
(@Y N

It was concerned with the marginalised sections of society.

Fepas et gIsslILLL ST Uliflallefler g Qeualwsssd HesHemm O&TestTia(BhSS!.

Periyar E.V. Ramasamy (1879-1973): timeline Qufluny r.Qe6u. gmosmd) (1879-1973):

smevauiflens

1879 Born in Erode; son of Venkatappa and Chinna Thayammal

rGrmLiiged LMbST; GeurisL LIl FlesTesig g MWLDLOM6T op&GuiniflesT La6bT

1918- Chairman of the Erode Municipal Council

1919 rCrn(h BaIFOLS Hevr6v6U]

1920- Resigned government posts for the Non-Cooperation Movement; sold khadi; cut down 500
1922 coconut trees for prohibition

Q@&FIenPUTenL QUSSESHDHSTS AT&L CUImILILSeneT Frelestmon QFWSTT; &SI

allDmnT; g allevssH&ns 500 C&6tTenesT NMmIGEN6T ©l6UL Ig6bTITT
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Vaikom Led the Vaikom protest after local leaders were arrested; jailed; hailed as Vaikom Virar

MEUEBD 2 61Te6THIT HevreveUTSH6T emsgTert LiletT smeudad CUITTLLSSH M &S Sevevemo@uibm)

fenm Q&FeTHM; "em6usasD el 6T6vTLl LIMFMLLLILIL LT

1925 Reservation resolution failed at the Kanchipuram session of the Tamil Nadu Congress

Committee; quit the Congress; started the Self-Respect Movement
smepUTsSlev BemL QuHm sMmaSlren @ wallet IHTL g6 QL &I68[H SFLOTesTD
Gameveal; smmhidemen alll(h GeueflGwin) swwflwnens QuwsHsHe0855 QST kIS oty

1929 Self-Respect Conferences begin to voice the plight of women
swwilwreng wnkr(hserfley Cuessrgerflest Guongwmest Hlemev GMSHG! BT6v Q&N (Hss5s
(@ (MLAE:AL 1)

1936 Got Ambedkar's Annihilation of Caste translated into Tamil
2GS Sflett "sMd QIPILIL" Bemevs SLldled LSLILSSMT

1937- Anti-Hindi agitation against compulsory Hindi in schools; jailed
1939 ueterflgerflev sLLTW @bHleow 616isHg @i eyl GurymiLLb; Hemm
1944 Justice Party merged with the movement and renamed Dravidar Kazhagam (DK)

BHsaL & Qusssg LT Qemesthbgl STl ssb (H.8) eestll Quwi CQubma)
1973 Died at 94; buried at Periyar Thidal, Madras

QB nesTTaEnMMHM)I HIetTHMEUG] auSled @uihens eTiidlest; Glgsstenest QuUFlwimy

HL6Sl6v HELELL &ELD

Why he left the Congress: caste discrimination in the dining hall of the Cheranmadevi Gurukulam
(run by V.V. Subramaniam with Congress money), and the failure of his resolution for reservation
for non-Brahmins in representative bodies.

smadremen L eflevas smyewrbd: srmdren HEHwsallulley euGeu. alillFwesstwbd
BLESH W CaresronGsall & [H&svddlest 2 6oty Semmuilev Hlevallw endll um@un; FLLgenL
Gunsttn LT HEHSGI61 SemwliLsetlev LTmoessTi Sieveonseusens@ QL @&iss0H Camflw
&ijwmestd Ggmevad.
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Aims of the movement QuisssHetT Cbns s kg6

1. A casteless society sn&lumm sewsid

® Advocated a casteless society devoid of rituals and differences based on birth.
FLHBIGSEHL FoUTsmumseEnn Qeveons, Lmlilest oigliuenLulleomsst LIM@GUTLHM,
EMEBEMHD ECPEEDS SpSHESE.

2. Rationality and self-respect L@SsMayb Gwwflwrengulbd

e Declared rationality and self-respect as the birthright of all human beings, more important
than self-rule.
LGSSHleyd swWwflwumemswb leneidg wesisiseflss Npllflenw erestl LygsLsord
Q&ulg), sWTLHenws sSMlgnid Qemel (PSSIWLNETENE 60| H([HSHNS 2 WFSSILI
o &5

® Deplored superstitions and questioned superstitious beliefs in society.
FePBHSHSH 60 Hleveilw epLpbUGmasenens  CoeallsEnss 2 I L(HSSwg);

cpLBbLsemnssener Hoss Camfluig.

3. Women's emancipation and education Gusgsr efl(hsemeoujd sevailujd

e Declared illiteracy a source of women's subordination; promoted compulsory elementary
education for all.
Questrsseiflstt  smpeunest  Hlemevs® erwHHMelstTemwbGW  SMewid  slesT  iflallG g,

SIMETIOU(HSHGLD SLLMLS QHTLESHE Sevallenil aulpmi@Ld Lisssllassner Gm©smessTLg).

4. Self-respect marriage swwiflwrengs H)(HLO6wOTLD

® Advocated reform marriage or self-respect marriage, inter-caste and without rituals.
FLBIGSMDM, sndHomiiy  FiHmsss  SHHLewid — Devevgl  SWLHWTSS
S (HLDETTTIEISHED6NT 2451155 5)!.
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Journals started by Periyar Quiflumy QanLriflw @&1pseir

Journal (meaning)
85D (Qum(peiT)

1925 Kudi Arasu (Democracy): official newspaper of the movement

GlaHTE: QUIGSESS6T NS Tou QFLISSST6T

1928 Revolt
flGsumevL_

1933 Puratchi (Revolution)
LTL&

1934 Paguththarivu (Rationalism)
L@GSsMe)

1935 Viduthalai (Liberation)
all(haem6v

Kudi Arasu brought out the voices of non-Brahmins, women and religious minorities. Periyar often
wrote under the pen name Chitraputtiran.

Gieoirs  Urnoswiyeoeon@smy, OQuesorser, Fwows  Hmunsstenoullesty o HGwimifles
eTevsTesoIBIGEneT  Qeusll&@asTemiheg. Quiflwmy  eusuliGung HSSITUSSHTesT  6Ten)d
LemesTLI@Q Lwiflev er(Lodesti.

Exam trap (Group 4, 2025): "[R] New India was the official newspaper of the Self-Respect
Movement" is FALSE. The official newspaper was Kudi Arasu (1925). Key: [A] true, [R] false.

Gsiey LG (BEmL 4, 2025): 'S&Wlwmens QusssSleT gy ia Qelddsmst by,
@Sl ereoTUg| Heuml. HSSMILLT6U QFLSSSHT6T (SloiTa: (1925). aflenL: [A] &ifl, [R] Seum)l.

Periyar, a feminist Quiflung, e QuevssTevsflweuns)

Condemned child marriage and the devadasi system.

GBS Sl(HLeTtTHMSWD CHEuGHTH (PEHMEMUILLD SH6BoTL6BTLD CFWISITI.
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From 1929, at the Self-Respect Conferences, he insisted on women's right to divorce and to
property.

1929 (P&ev &Wwflwmeng LIBM(Hs6r6, CLEEHSEHEE alleunsrsg GUMUSNHEGD CFTSHS 60
L@ Gumieusm @ 2 flemw 2 65o1(h 6T6oT 6uedILm) S 6oTr.

Rejected "giving in marriage" (it treats a woman as a thing); used valkaithunai (companion), a
word from the Tirukkural.

"Sl(pLesoTd Q&g QanBLug" setn QEmHE6T CILEstISemeTL QLIM(HLESETTS HL&S)H 65Tm 6wt
eTeoT LMISF, H(HHGSMeIT6L 26T "UMPSHENSHS Flevewor slevTn GFmevemevll LIWeTL(HES
GousvBTIgEDTI.

His most important work on women: Why the Woman is Enslaved?

Quesstessilb GHEHS 1518 (PSEHWILDTETT [T6V: GILIETIT 6]65T 1l96WLOLLITETTIT6IT?

Result: the Hindu Succession Tamil Nadu Amendment Act, 1989 gave women equal rights to
ancestral property; it led to similar laws at the national level.

eflemerey: 1989 HUIRHETH BHgl eumflaflenws FTHHESE FlLbD (est@ermmisefilest CFmsHlev
QuetssEHEGE &b  2flemwenw 2md Qsugsg; CsHw  enailebd @5 6UTsTD
FLLBIGEHSHE SlgLILIEHL WITEOTS).

Also note: Periyar opposed Rajaji's vocational scheme as Kula Kalvi Thittam (caste-based
education); Rajaji resigned and K. Kamaraj became Chief Minister of Madras State.

ga(hgev @MY gremedluilest Qamifley sevalls S LGHensll QuIlwmg Gevssevalld &L
oteor  ellofFSg  eHTHST ; grgmedl usel ellews, (& HMwrTy  OFesenest BV

(PSHEVEDDEEIJITEBTITI.
Remember in one line @@y aurflullév Hlemevtailev Q& meiterm
Key word
W&HWE GFmev
Started 1925, after the Kanchipuram session
QSTL&S 1925, SMEHFILTLD LABMLleMHGLI L6t
Official paper Kudi Arasu (1925)
SEML el @51 (Bl ATE (1925)
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Key word

W&EHEWE QFmev
Title Vaikom Virar
HED) 66USSLD 6T
Dravidar Kazhagam 1944, Justice Party + Self-Respect Movement
SmeflLi spsLd 1944, BHGHLE + SWFlWTeng QUISSD
Women's property Tamil Nadu Act, 1989
Quesstssrflett QEnSg)FlemLo SB[ FLLLD, 1989

Practice MCQs uufih& ellestnss6ir

1. In which year did Periyar start the Self-Respect Movement?
Quiflwmy swwflwneng QuEsSHe05S QSTLBISIW 4650T(H
(A) 1925 (B) 1920

(C) 1929 (D) 1944

2. The official newspaper of the Self-Respect Movement was

swoflunens QuissESSeT AHSEMTLTo CFLSSSTeT

(A) Viduthalai (B) Kudi Arasu
all(haeme6v BleAHTG

(C) Revolt (D) Puratchi
flGeumevL_ [y 3

3. Periyar was hailed as "Vaikom Virar" for his role in

Qulwmny "sn6ussssD el eT6oTLl W]y 1y W O

(A) The anti-Hindi agitation (B) The Non-Cooperation Movement
@nd e iyl GummiLsSHhaens QR&FIEMPUNENL QUISSHSSHSHTES
(C) The Vaikom protest against denial of temple (D) The Salt Satyagraha

streets 2 'IL& 565 WM& T8555H&MS
Gamallev aifserflev HIEMPW LMIHHEDS 61H &S

emeussD CUTTTLLSSHSTS
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4. The Justice Party and the Self-Respect Movement together were renamed Dravidar

Kazhagam in

B&HssLAwb swoflunans @usspL Qenessihgl SHrTailLf spsb eestll GQuwy Quibm

246801(h
(A) 1925

(C) 1939

5. Periyar wrote columns under the pen name

Quiflwmy s (hemyser sTpSlw LiemesTLiGILIuy

(A) Chitraputtiran
s FTug e
(C) Bharathidasan
unyHlsnaest

6. Periyar's most important work on women is

(B) 1937

(D) 1944

(B) Kalki
H605)

(D) Thatha
BNHSN

Quesstessilwibd &g Quiflwny eredlw W61& (&S WILDT6EDT HTev

(A) Annihilation of Caste
518 @I

(C) Jeeviya Saritha Surukkam
Seallw &flg &(H&HSLD

(B) Why the Woman is Enslaved?
(OILI6TET 6]63T 1196BILDUIMEDBTIT6IT?
(D) Kudi Arasu

Gl3iN&

7. Periyar called the vocational education scheme of Rajaji (1952-54)

yregnedluflest (1952-54) QBMlev H6valls Sl L HengLl QuIflwg enpsHs Quwiy

(A) Nai Talim
Bl Hresio
(C) Kula Kalvi Thittam
Gev&s60allE S L LD

(B) Samacheer Kalvi
F&EET sevall
(D) Basic Education

SplILIenL & Hevall
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8. The Hindu Succession Tamil Nadu Amendment Act, 1989 gave women

1989 SOWPHMTH BHg eumflaflevws FFH(HESHE FLLID QUESITSHEHSHE UPhISIWE)

(A) The right to vote (B) Reservation in jobs

eunégfleoo GesuemeveumilLiLiled QL 681680

(C) Free education (D) Equal rights to ancestral property
Beveuss sevail ePSTensWT QFTHHev & 2 flenl

Answer key / eflemLsem: 1A,2B,3C,4D,5A,6B,7C,8D

Source: 10th Social Science, History Unit 10 Social Transformation in Tamil Nadu, p.74 to 76.

SHSITILD: 10-3pld eUGLIL FeLpd DLy, aUTeONM| 16V 10 SLSIPHTL 960 &eLps LOMHMIEISET, LISSLD 82 (P&H6V 85.
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