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The Muvendar of the Sangam Age
&hIG &M6v CLGaurhsfs 6l

Prelims: Unit VI History, Culture and Heritage of Tamil Nadu / 2i6u(8, VI S010BML1965T sujevnn), Lssorum(h

The Sangam Age at a glance &riug smevib: G LUMjeneuuiley

Feature Detail

EENTHY: ) afleunid

Time span 3rd century BCE to 3rd century CE

STV 61T6Y &L(1p. 3 2P BTHDT6ssT(H (PSH6L &Ll 3 Dyl HTHMTETET(H 6UEHIT

Tamizhagam Vengadam (Tirupati hill) in the north to Kanyakumari in the south; sea on the east and

Bpas et west

uLiy UL &8s GaurisL b (H(HLILS) (WHev CeHES settesllm@Lifl suent; Hlp&HaIb
Guh&ley|ld &L 6v

Age and culture Iron Age; Megalithic culture

&meolb, LssotUm(h  @(HLOUS SMevld; CILI(HasMHSTevLI LissotLm(h

Polity Kingship
ATGH(LPEOD (Plowm&
Dynasties Cheras, Cholas, Pandyas

TG GULDFHIG6T Gery, G&mipry, LIMessTIpWIT

Muvendar (Three Great Kings): the Tamil word Vendar referred to the three dynasties, the Cheras,
Cholas and Pandyas, who controlled Tamizhagam in the Sangam Age.

epCaubsi: Coubsy eTenib QIFTe Fhis &MevSSl60 HLOlP&SNS petorl G, CEmpr, LImessTigl )
S CLPESTN| HTF QUDEBISHENETS (HNSSIMS).

Muvendar: emblem, capital, port, garland ¢yGeaumbs: Hetresid, HemevmHsT,

16N (LPSLD, LOMEBI6V

Muvendar Emblem Capital Port Garland

eyCGausy  Flevrevrid SHEM6VIHSIT SIOM(LPSLD LOIT63I6V

Cheras Bow and arrow Vanchi / Karur Muziri / Tondi Palmyra flower

€L:31)) all6v, L] eU(Eh&| / &ErpIy & / Qg mesoTie LIGSTLDLY, LOME5)6V

Cholas Tiger Uraiyur / Puhar Puhar Fig (Athi) flower
Gempri L6 2 6MMUL / L&) L&y SSSILILY, DTEmIED
Pandyas Two fish Madurai Korkai Margosa (neem) flower
LIM6BoTIp LI} @nessi(h WeoTaH6l LDG)|60)1] @snhens GeuliLibLY, WOMem6L
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Titles of the Muvendar ¢yGeaumbg a6 (& 1950\ & MevsTL LILL b6
King Titles

yr:d)f LI LMI1861T

Cheran Adhavan, Kuttuvan, Vanavan, Irumporai

Geryest S B6U6DT, (HL(h6ussT, eumesTassT, Q(HLOGILITenM

Cholan Senni, Sembiyan, Killi, Valavan

Gamipest Q&ettent], Q&FLWwesT, Hl6iTer], 6uemeusst

Pandiyan Maran, Valuthi, Sezhiyan, Tennar

LIM6BBTIgULI65T LTM6T, 6u(L&), Q&FLflulest, ©\&stTenTi

Royal insignia: sceptre (kol), drum (murasu) and white umbrella (venkudai) were the symbols of
royal authority.
ATEF ASHBMTE &etrev1hIS6i: O\FmIGHT6, (P&, G6uU6sTESTHMEEHEML .

The three dynasties eweotm) o7& aub&mIS6T

1 The Cheras @Goyg  Emblem: Bow and arrow

¢ Ruled central and north Travancore, Cochin, south Malabar and the Kongu region of Tamil
Nadu.
LHEHW WHMID aULEGSGS H(HellGMmhigal, Q&MEH, Q& M@E WL, QST DEsSTL6VLD
S WeUDHEDM D46TTL6BTT.

e Pathitrupathu gives information about the Chera kings.
uSHMILILGS C&FT HUTEISH6T GHSH CFLSHEem6N eUPHIGHSH DE.

¢ Cheran Senguttuvan went on an expedition to North India and brought stones from the
Himalayas for the idol of Kannagi. He introduced the Pattini cult.
Barett GamiGL(heustt euL @bHlwneallest 15 LenL Qui(h& g, setorerstsld @ Flenev
eT(PLILBHS&TS @wwensowiles(BHg shHaenens Camess(heubsmy. L&SHlestls G
aufluM 6L HM(PSLD CFWSTT.

e His younger brother llango Adigal was the author of Silappathikaram.
ieung Ul QemraGameulpsst HevliLSanysdler op A Mlwi.

¢ Cheral Irumporai issued coins in his name; some Chera coins bear the bow and arrow
emblem.
Ggr6v G(HOUTEmM SHevrg QUWIFl6v BHresoTmseneT GeusfluillLmg; fHev Caiy
IBT6BBTLIMGIS6TT60 61l6L6Y|LD DL QUTMlS&LILIL (HsiTermesT.

e Rulers: Udayan Cheralathan, Imayavaramban Nedun Cheralathan, Cheran Senguttuvan,
Cheral Irumporai.
STEIS6ET: 2 Hwest Gareungest, @ouwieugoLiest OB (hEpGFFevnsest, G&rest
@ &mIEL(heuest, G&rev QHLOLITEnM.
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2 The Cholas Gzmipry | Emblem: Tiger

The kingdom extended up to the Venkatam (Tirupati) hills; the Kaveri delta was its centre,
later called Cholamandalam.

Gamyp 2ing CeuraisL Wemess6iT eusny allflbS(HHESE); sallfl &Plpal LGS igstt
emLowld, Letteoty G DEBSTL6VLD 6T6T HMILILILILL ).

Karikal Valavan (Karikalan) defeated the Cheras, Pandyas and eleven Velir chieftains at
Venni (Thanjavur region).

&Iflamev eusmeuest (&iflamevest) G&i, LmesoTipwlf, L& Qestm(H Couerfly Hemeveurigertlest
sal (HLLenLenwW SEhaTayf LiGSullsyieter Geussorsssiluilsd Cemhaipds.

He converted forests into cultivable land and built Kallanai (a dam of stone) across the
Kaveri.

sn(psener allemenblevrisens wmhrlestm; srallflulles @nIsEs sevevenesoTenIsS
&L_I96OTITI].

Port Puhar drew merchants from across the Indian Ocean; Pattinappalai describes trade
under Karikalan.

LsMT gleomwpabd @hsHwl GLprsLeleT Lo UGS seflef(mhgl susssilsisenet
M558 Sifl&mevest oyl fluflest eustslladheng UL igestliLimeney alleufl&Sma.

Rulers: llanchetsenni, Karikal Valavan, Kocengannan, Killi Valavan, Perunarkilli.

ATE[S6T: QenerCaLO\Fettenfl, HiflEmev suemeustt, Gan&b\amigevstmest, Hlemerfleuemeustt,
@u(pBOHS6ierl.

3 The Pandyas umesorigwiy | Emblem: Two fish

Ruled present-day southern Tamil Nadu and patronised Tamil poets and scholars.
Bettemrml OG65T HLLPSHEHENG D46BOTL60TT; HLOIPLI LIeVeUFTHER6TULD 1Ml(6hFSHEem6ITU|LD
pSFHSeE0T).

Nedunchezhiyan defeated the Cheras, Cholas and five Velir chieftains at Talayalanganam;
praised as the lord of Korkai.

QBB EpeF I lwest Garr, Campr, kg Ceauerlfly semeveuissrilstt sal (HLLIEML6OW
HEMEVWMELEIHTEsTHSHIE0 CHTDHSHILSHSHTT; QHMHEMSHWI 65T &etr16V616T 6T6DTL
GumomriuBSmmi.

Pandya country was well known for pearl hunting.

umessTigW! BT (PHSISS6TLILSGSL LspGLDHME.

Pandya coins: elephant on one side, fish on the other. Mudukudumi Peruvazhuthi issued
coins for his Vedic rituals.

LIMeoTig WLl [BIT6BBTLLIMIGET: 6(IHLIMLD WiMemesT, mILMLD WesT. (p&IE&HBIL Qu(meu (s
Geug Geusitallsenend G&messTLITL BrswoTilnigensT QeuefluillLmy.

Rulers: Nediyon, Nanmaran, Mudukudumi Peruvazhuthi, Nedunchezhiyan.

AT&[S6T: QBle@uinesT, HesTLOMMEDT, (P&IEHBIL GLIHeuS), Qb ([HEROFLSWL6sT.
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Kallanai: a dyke built with stones across the Kaveri to divert water through the delta for irrigation.
When it was built, it irrigated about 69,000 acres.

B6V6V6METTT: LITF6TTSHS M&NS HIfl(paLl LG eudlwns Beons Hapuu sralliflulles @&misGs
SMH&6MTey HLLLLLL SHLLemessr. &L LLULLLGLNE) 69,000 6§68 HlevsHm@ BiLiLimgesrid
QULPMBISIULIG).

Minor chieftains @mifiev wettevTige

Ay: from the old Tamil word Ayar (shepherd). Important Ay chiefs: Anthiran, Titiran, Nannan.

Spll: SpwiF (SpBleny CoWwiGuTy) eteotm LIRHESWBIDE CETsveSlef(HHG! eUBSHS). (PSS DpUl
LD6BTEBTII&6TT: DB T60T, S\ Wi6dT, [HEdT6vT60T.

Velir: the ruling and land-owning class. The famous Velirs were the seven patrons, Kadaiyezhu
Vallalgal: Pari, Kari, Ori, Pegan, Ay, Adiyaman and Nalli.

Geusrflf: op & QFIG HleveyemLenwll Liflaflesty. UspQUbHMH CeusrflfaeT HemL WL 6U6TETELSEIT:
umfl, smifl, epifl, G etT, D, SIS WiLomest, Heiterfl.

Kizhar was the village chief.

Hlpmiy eTedTLIOUT SIS SHemEvauT.

Remember in one line Gy aufluflev Hlenestailev Qameiten

Dynasty Key word

GULD&LD WY&EHwE QFmev

Cheras Bow, Vanchi, Muziri, Senguttuvan, Kannagi stone
€=40)) aflev, auEhd, (pH ), Q&G (HeusdT, HevoT60TE 86D
Cholas Tiger, Uraiyur, Puhar, Karikalan, Kallanai

Ggmpry L6, 2 6mmuLl, LS, Sl Teu6dT, &60606m650T
Pandyas Two fish, Madurai, Korkai, pearls

LIM6SBTIg W @ess1(h LW6tTSHEN, g0, QBMHEns, (P&

Practice MCQs wuuwilh& eflesinéaseit

1. Who brought stones from the Himalayas for the idol of Kannagi?
86001605185 Flem6v&H&TE QUL UTS)(HHE &6 ©\&TessT(heubHSHeU WT?

(A) Karikalan (B) Cheran Senguttuvan
Siflemevest Garyest Q&L (heusst
(C) Nedunchezhiyan (D) Cheral Irumporai
@B(HEpOFISlwest Garyev @(mHGLITEmM
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2. Who wrote Silappathikaram?
HeolILFBMTHe0g 6T(LSIWeury WITj?
(A) Kambar

ALy,

(C) llango Adigal

QemaIGameuls6iT

3. Kallanai was built across the river

&606V6M6TT 6116 D MHM168T (HMISHES SLLLILILLG)?
(A) Vaigai

60)6U60)H

(C) Palar
Lmevmm)]

4. The emblem of the Pandyas was
LIM6BsTIo UIIT&6TT 65T &) 6BT6BTLD

(A) Two fish

@76ssT(H L60TEH6IT

(C) Bow and arrow

al6v, Ly

5. The garland of the Cholas was
GamypiserflesT omemev

(A) Palmyra flower

LIeBTLDLY,

(C) Neem flower

GeuliLibyy,

6. Karikalan won the battle of
siflemevest Qeubnil Quibm Gumy
(A) Talayalanganam
&H66)6VILITEVIBIGTEOTLD

(C) Venni

Ql6uesoTesst]

7. Korkai was the port of the
Q&MMHens WM(HEDL I Gl (LPSLD?
(A) Cheras

Gariy

(C) Pandyas

LIM6BoTip W

ArivArk Academy

(B) Thiruvalluvar
S(meuetEneur

(D) Tholkappiyar
Qg mevamiLiiwiy

(B) Tamiraparani
SMolyUyessi

(D) Kaveri
smailifl

(B) Tiger
Ledl

(D) Elephant
Wimem 6ot

(B) Fig (Athi) flower
SASHIIL,

(D) Lotus

SMDEBT

(B) Takkolam
5&CsMevLd
(D) Kalinga
&H60ImIGID

(B) Cholas
Gempr

(D) Pallavas
LI6L6LAUIT
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8. When it was built, Kallanai irrigated about
SLLLIULLGUNG| &60606m658T LIMFETTLD 161flga HlevlILigLiL &Lomy

(A) 6,900 acres (B) 69,000 acres
6,900 6J&H&HI] 69,000 6J&&HI]

(C) 6.9 lakh acres (D) 690 acres
6.9 6VL_FLD 6]&H&I] 690 6J&H5I]

Answer key / efles_s6i1: 1B,2C,3D,4A,5B,6C,7C,8B

Source: 6th Social Science, Term Ill, History Unit 1 Society and Culture in Ancient Tamizhagam: The Sangam Age, p.88 to
91.

SHSMILD: 6-p1D eUGLIL &Fepss Siflailiey, CPESTHTLD LITHEULD, 6UJeVTMI H60(8) 1 LIESITenL S8 M608 SL1L&5E60
FOPSH(PLD LI6soTUIM(HLD: FMhig SHT6VLD, LISSD 96 (LP&H6V 99.
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