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Vellore Revolt 1806
Geusyrrj L&l 1806

Prelims: Unit VIII TN History and Socio-Political Movements / 316u(g, VIl S8BT Ig65T euevmm)

What was the Vellore Revolt? Geusyij 4yL&) etestmmey sTesT60T?

On 10 July 1806, the Indian sepoys of the 1st and 23rd regiments in Vellore Fort rose in revolt
against the East India Company. It was the response to the British pacification of south India.
1806910 4650T(H e3%mev 10 6o, Ceusymy CamienLuilev Q(BHHS 1HD OHMID 231D
uenLlififleyseflesr @bHws Auumiser HpsSbHw  sweUsilsE eadHrmsl  yrld
Qaigesy. GseteslibHlwmailsy pmSCeowflest DLEGWeODHEGSL Ueowwns Qg
SNOIOHSE.

Background: after Kattabomman (1799) and the Marudhu Brothers (1801), the Treaty of 1801
forced the Nawab of Arcot to cede North Arcot, South Arcot, Tiruchirappalli, Madurai and
Tirunelveli to the Company.

Ulestestessfl:  &LLGUMbD6TT  (1799), WL([HS FCHMHIIHET (1801) eBH&sLILLL  Liesr, 1801
2 L edTLpSensWlstiLly SpHaTH Heuml el pmanlh, Oser pman(, SHmeHymiusier],
oglenT, H(HOBELEeUS WmeuL L higensns s UssluilLD eliLienL &8s Gauestripwigsmuil ).

Causes of the revolt ypLflsanest snyevoTmIgS 6T

1. Low salary, poor promotion Genmnbs 2andlwiw, ugeall 2 wije] Gevemev

® The sepoys nursed a strong sense of resentment over low salary and poor prospects of
promotion.
AUUMLSEHEE Genmeursst 26an5IWGL eUPREISLILLL &I; UGl 2 Wifey&smest umiiLiL&ErsLw0
GMDEUTE QBHSSIT6L SHeUFS6T &(henLimest CHMLSSIev @ (HbS60TH.

2. No respect for their beliefs BwU&Ems5EHEE WHLiLflevensy

® English officers showed scant respect for the social and religious sentiments of the Indian
sepoys.
@ndHws Huumiseflest Fews, Fow BOLUSDSHEHHE paEHGoow  Hamflesi
&emmeurest EHLIGL 61l s 60T
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3. Distress at home (g (HwuRkIS6f6T QB (HEHHI

® Sepoys came from peasant families; new land-tenure experiments and the famine of 1805
left many families in economic distress.
Auumiisst elleusmus & @B LUBIsen6TE CaihgHauTsHeT; USHIW HlevdSHHH608 (PeOmE(STHLD
1805@60 6JMLIL L LIEH&(PLD L6V (& (hbUkISemeL Qunmenmamy Qm(Héslauilsy seferflest.

4. Tipu's family in the fort GamLlenLullév Sliiyeilesr (5 HwbULD

® The sons and family members of Tipu Sultan were interned in Vellore Fort, an opportune
situation for a revolt.
Sl sevgnesflest  wastTHEHL  (GOHLUSSHeTHD  Cousymy  CemlemLuilsy  Hemm
MEUSSLILILI(BHSHS LT &G 6JDM (FLR6060 2 (HeUMsHSIWS).

5. The trigger: new military regulations gnevor(hgev: UHlw @nnesvieu afldH(Wenmassit

® Notified by the Commander-in-Chief Sir John Cradock: no caste marks or earrings in uniform;
chin cleanly shaven; uniform moustache.
Hemevenng SemUd &J eamest HLns Aplallss elldser FmenLullev snds GplaGsmm
& ([H5H61HCEMT Hewlls Fal Mgl SHMgemwl (P(LemWns wiPlEs CaussoT(HD; Weng G
rHflwns S Héss Geuessr(hLd.

® A new turban with a leather cockade made of animal skin; the sepoys refused to wear it, but
the Company did not take heed.
allevri(&& CHMevMeL Bp6uT ML WIMETD QBMesoTL. LS SHemevLILIMemnds; FLILMUSET Sens

Sl6sutl LOMISS6DTT, D46vTTev HLOGILIEST Hlfeunasbd SHemsll @uBLUBHSSallsvemnsv.

10 July 1806: how it happened 1806 gg%6mev 10: HLIHESSI eT6dT6D1?

What happened
Bla1pey

Early hours Sepoys of the 1st and 23rd regiments raised the standard of revolt; Colonel Fancourt,
1P T6m60 commander of the garrison, was the first victim
1910, 239410 LenLLILfleyd FiumiissT Uglds Qamy shnflerd; GHMienL g e

&j6s16v HGLETEHMIL (P&6Sleb G1&MEveLLILIL LTI}
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What happened
Blspey
Within an hour Colonel McKerras, Major Armstrong and about a dozen officers were killed
(15 L6vof] sijevTev C&SETEV, G Spbervl T 2 66l L em&HsmY Lssll@resor(h
Crrsdlev ABanifleeT QameveuLiLILL 6oty
Meanwhile Rebels proclaimed Fateh Hyder, Tipu's eldest son, as ruler and hoisted the tiger flag of

@shélenL G the Mysore sultans
urLdwneniseit HlLiLallesT e &6t LGS snamgen AHTETNs plelss),
MG Sevettaeilest Liedls Qampen e nilesty
9 am Informed by Major Cootes, Colonel Gillespie, cavalry commandant at Arcot, reached
SIT66V 9 6ot the fort with Captain Young's cavalry
Gy ol 6N H&6UL B, AMHSML 16T (BHSHEOTLILIEOLS &6 Sij6sTev
eflevevsivLil GaLiLesT WrkilesT (&&HlemrLiLenL WL 6T CHMLenL 6l 6UbSHEDLIHSITT
Suppression Gillespie crushed it, throwing to the winds all war ethics; 800 soldiers were found dead
NCEIGERY in the fort alone (eyewitness); 600 were confined at Tiruchirappalli and Vellore
Gumy @BMleeneTll LUmssesnilsg) elsvsvevl]l Urldlenw (& est;
GaMLemL&@6lT L (KD 800 FLILMLISET @b HLBHestT (Bbiflev sevorL6ui

gapml); 600 CuF HlpEHgmiiueTeriuiley b Ceugyiflenid Flemm emeusssLILIL L 65TT]

Consequences eaflemeneyseit

Six rebels were blown from the guns, five shot dead and eight hanged.

<pml Cui Unradlufletr eumuiled emeusgid sLILLL6oT; Bg Cuiy &l(hd Q&mevevLILILL6bTH;
6Tl (h Guij HIE&HeSILLILIL L 6oTH.

Tipu's sons were ordered to be sent to Calcutta.

SlILefl6tT D&HEBTSH6T H6VHSSMEUSS HEHILILILILIL SpemevstuilLLILILL g

Gillespie was given 7,000 pagodas; officers who suppressed the revolt got prize money and
promotion.

sdl6vevsivLila@ 7,000 LIGHTLIES6T auprasLiLLLeoT; h&Es6eSsv LkiICGasnHGmmmaEL uiflal

LiessT(pLD LGed] 2 wijeyd HlemL ga6or.
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Commander-in-Chief Sir John Cradock, Adjutant General Agnew and Governor William Bentinck
were held responsible, removed and recalled to England; the regulations were withdrawn.
Henevenidd SHemUSl & sgnest SIS, L egeLedil Gegestyev i&evfll, apEmBr aflsvelwib
Quettgrald  opHCWMF  Qummiumeflsemnassds  &HBLUULHL  ueslbésn  Gewuwiul (b
@rgleonsgls&s H(HLL SempdsliuLlLeoty; UHw efldpenmasit Slpoull @QumLiLILL 6ot

Estimate of the revolt Ly femwi uHflw wHITH

It failed because there was no immediate help from outside.

Qeueflullel(BHgl 2 LeoTiowins 61 2 el HenLssnagmev LrLld CxHmevalwbms.
Organisers: Subedars Sheik Adam and Sheik Hamid and Jamedar Sheik Hussain (2nd battalion,
23rd regiment); two Subedars and Jamedar Sheik Kasim (1st battalion, 1st regiment).

U CFWSaTs6T: 23940 UsnLLiLlflallest 29410 UL L Ten&ensd Caibs &ELSMIH6T Caps
SpL 1D, Capd amiigl, KGN Capd amremenstt; 134 LemLLLfflallesr 194 LILLTenSHeng &
Ceibg Q(H &CusTIseT, BG&TT GCaps smeniib.

It had all the forebodings of the Great Rebellion of 1857; the only difference was that no civil
rebellion followed.

1857 QLB Hev&:5H60T Dlemenis gl (peoteol@GmlaEnn Ceusry LpLlfullev @pmseor; Gy
Caumun(p, Yenss CSMLIHSG 26MBL(Hs SHlemj&d) muLeailsvensv.

Its echoes were felt in Bellary, Walajabad, Hyderabad, Bengaluru, Nandydurg and Sankaridurg.
Queveorfl, eumELMYMLING, eMOMSTTLNG, CLIMLISCEH(H, BHSHGITESD, FRSFGITESD DpsIW
@Lisefleyd @5 61HQTTENSSHS!.

Exam traps: Group 1, 2026: "The Vellore Revolt was held in 1801" is WRONG, it was 1806; "the
Governor of Madras was Lord William Bentinck" is right (key C). Group 1, 2025: "the family of
Tippu was transferred to Madras" is WRONG, it was Calcutta (key C). Group 1, 2026 also asked
who suppressed it: Colonel Robert Rollo Gillespie.

Caijey LEILSET: @emL 1, 2026: "Ceugyy Slenj&d] 1801Q60 HemLGLIMHME)" 6T65TLISI SH6uml, 1806
&est; 'AHLUGLTenSW QL TTe 4(6THBT eflsvesluib CustTiemnis” eTestLg) &ifl (@lemL C). @GemL 1,
2025: "Slliefledt &HWOULD CF6tTen6sTa @ LIHMLILILL &" 6T65TLS| SHeuUm)l, HevSBHHT SHest (allemL
0. &emU 1, 2026Q60 LTLHlenw ehsSHlweury wmj elestmd CHLSUULL G SjesTev FILIFL

GrmBeum HlevGleveiuLil.
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Remember in one line @y eufluflev Hlemevrailsv Qamsitem

Key word
P&HEWE GFmev

Date

[BIT6T

Trigger
gresei(hgev

Proclaimed ruler

NS EULLL HTEF]T
Suppressed by

BHsHweur

Tipu's sons sent to
Hliyelledt Lo&e6dTEH61
Recalled

Slmuu
HEMPSHSLILILL U6

10 July 1806

1806 83965160 10

Cradock's regulations, new turban with a leather cockade
SrLnsElett alld(wwemmaet, Gsmev SienLwmermd O\smessTL. Ligw

HEn6LLILITE0S

Fateh Hyder, Tipu's eldest son

Suyellest cpss w&6T HLECSH emamsy
Colonel Gillespie, from Arcot
D&M 196 (HHS) GBS SHjeuTev e5l6vevervLil
Calcutta

HVESSHT

Cradock, Agnew, Governor William Bentinck

SLNS, 1&6stlWl, BT efleveSlb GlLebTIpmnIs

Practice MCQs uufih & ellestns seir

1. The Vellore Revolt took place in

Geugyy UL & BemLCUHm 246507(h

(A) 1801
(C) 1857

(B) 1806
(D) 1799
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2. The new military regulation was notified by the Commander-in-Chief

Lglw @uremies eflFlpenmenws Siplellss semeveniod Serug

(A) Sir John Cradock (B) Lord William Bentinck
&IJ 8gmedt Sl allsvedlwd CuesTigmIs LIlTLY
(C) Colonel Fancourt (D) Major Cootes

616V HBLIGTRSHTIL Gugyj sal s

3. The revolt was suppressed by

yrLldleow e(hs&weur

(A) John Nicholson (B) William Hodson
somedT [Hl&s608 65T aflevedlwid emm g6t
(C) Colonel Gillespie (D) Captain Young
sljeuTev elevsvervLil GaLiL68T Wb

4. Colonel Gillespie came to Vellore from

sljeuTev SlevevevLil Geusnm(H&(E) oubs QL LD

(A) Madras (B) Tiruchirappalli
@ F6tT6m 68T e ymiuerer]
(C) Bellary (D) Arcot
@ueveorifl 2 MH&M(H

5. The rebels proclaimed as their ruler

UTLHWMeMIgHe ShiseT HTeqns Sinflallsseur

(A) Fateh Hyder, Tipu's eldest son (B) Hyder Ali
SuyeilesT &5 w&6T HLECSH emamsy maMST 16l
(C) The Nawab of Arcot (D) Sheik Adam
SpH&M(h HeumLl Gops 4L 1D
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6. After the revolt, Tipu's sons were ordered to be sent to

LUTL& &L Wett SlliLallest &etTs6iT gLl L @@L 1D

(A) Madras (B) Calcutta
lgesTEm6DT HV5SHHIT
(C) Mysore (D) Bombay
60ILD(Gy (] LIumul

7. The Governor of Madras recalled after the revolt was

UTLH &L et S(HLIL SiempssliLLl L Q&F6Tem6uT b (6B

(A) Lord Cornwallis (B) Thomas Munro
sssteumeslery Ly SM6MN 6sTEMT

(C) william Bentinck (D) Lord Wellesley
afleveliwid GILI6bTIpMkIS ©@6usvGlevensll Ly

8. According to the textbook, the Vellore Revolt failed because

umLmrellestuig Geugyry LTL&l GsmevallulenL wis smysosTid

(A) The sepoys had no weapons (B) Tipu refused to help

AuumiseflLib opuFmIS6T Gevemnev Sy 2 g6 LMISSHTT

(C) It began at night (D) There was no immediate help from outside

@reailev QHTLmISWIG) QeusflufeSl(BHg| 2 LesTigWwins 618 2 Sailwjb
Hlev 506065160

Answer key / eflem_s6i1: 1B,2A,3C,4D,5A,6B,7C,8D

Source: 10th Social Science Vol Il, History Unit 6 Early Revolts against British Rule in Tamil Nadu, p.7 to 10.

SLSMID: 10-3p1D eUGLIL Fews inlallwsd Qsm@d I, augeomml SevE 6 phSGeow L HéE 65 TTES

SBP&EHH 60 HBDHS CSHTLSHSHTEVS HeMEF &6, LSS 7 (PS6V 10.
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